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ROBERT A. PASTOOR, ED. D. 
President

301-662-4210
rpastoor@saintjohnsprep.org

SAINT JOHN’S CATHOLIC PREP

Dear Saint John’s Community
In this edition we celebrate the accomplishments of the class of 2008 and bring you 
up-to-date about the 2008-2009 school year. 

THE BEST AND THE BRIGHTEST

The Class of 2008 graduated on May 23rd of 2008. Sixty-two students received their 
diplomas during the evening Commencement exercises at St. John Regional Catholic 
School. On Thursday, May 22nd, prior to graduation, the seniors and their parents 
participated in the Baccalaureate Mass at St. John the Evangelist Church which was 
followed by the Senior Recognition Dinner at Dutch’s Daughter restaurant. 

The Class of 2008 was the eighth straight class with a 100% applicant acceptance rate to 
college. In addition, the seniors compiled an average SAT score of 1640 out of a possible 
2400. The SJCP average SAT was 101 points higher than the Frederick County Public 
Schools average, 142 points higher than the State of Maryland Average, and 129 points 
higher than the National Average. In addition, the class was offered a total of 2 million 
dollars in scholarship aid.

SHARING THEIR WORDS OF WISDOM

The Valedictorian was Allison O’Boyle and Victoria Pugh was the Salutatorian for the 
Class of 2008. Both young ladies excelled in the classroom and served as excellent role 
models to our students for their involvement in co-curricular activities. Victoria spoke 
during the Senior Recognition Dinner and Allison spoke to her classmates as part of 
the Commencement program. Victoria is continuing her studies at the University of 
Maryland, College Park and Allison is continuing her studies at Elizabethtown College 
in Pennsylvania. We thank both of them for being such integral parts in making Saint 
John’s a strong community and wish them well. 

RECOGNIZING SPECIAL GIFTS

During Commencement, the Father McElroy Founders Award was presented to 
graduating senior Aaron Michael Middeke. His academic achievements as well as being 
a student, best exemplifies our Jesuit roots of educating the whole person, having a 
strong commitment to service and social justice, and being a person who pursues an 
appreciation for truth, virtue, and beauty. Aaron is attending the University of South 
Carolina. We thank Aaron for his countless contributions to Saint John’s and wish him 
the very best.  

������

(L to R) Valedictorian Allison O’Boyle  
& Salutatorian Victoria Pugh

Aaron Michael receiving the  
Father McElroy Founders Award
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CARRYING ON THE TRADITION

Mrs. Lynn Anne Rinehart, Saint John’s Class of 1962, was presented the Micah 
Distinguished Alumni Award during Commencement. Mrs. Rinehart was recognized 
for her long and distinguished career in the area of social work, her many contributions 
to the Catholic Church, and for her volunteer service in both Frederick and Washington 
Counties. 

The Distinguished Alumni Award is presented annually at Commencement to celebrate 
the accomplishments of an alumnus or alumna and is based upon the following Biblical 
quotation.  

“...This is what the Lord asks of you: only this, to act justly, to love tenderly, and to walk humbly 
with your God.” (Micah 6:8).

Mrs. Rinehart has lived her life in service to her community and her church and we are 
ever so grateful for her continued and unwavering support of Saint John’s.

WE ARE GETTING CLOSER AND CLOSER

I want to take this opportunity to update you on the plan for the new campus. We are 
still moving forward in all areas to break ground and open the new school as quickly as 
possible. However, the same economic factors that are affecting us all are affecting the 
financial bond markets that are the source for the new school project. 

As a result, we were advised by our Financial Advisor, Wye River Group, and by our bond 
underwriter, RBC Capital Markets Corporation, that financial prudence requires that we 
postpone finalizing the sale of our bonds, our primary financing source, until early April, 
2009. What does this mean? The opening of the new facility may be pushed back to the 
fall of 2010. When the bonds have been issued and sold, we will officially break ground on 
the new campus.  

Let us look at what has been accomplished to date:
• In December of 2007 the school purchased the 49 acre site on Buckeystown Pike. 
• We have all of the architectural specifications and plans for the entire new campus 

which also includes the detailing of all furniture and fixtures.
• We have a contract with Coakley Williams Construction, Inc. to construct the new 

facility. 
• We have a contract from a buyer to purchase our current property when the bonds 

are sold, and an agreement that will allow us to continue, thereafter, to operate the 
school rent free in our current space until such time that we are able to move to the 
new campus. 

• We will have all construction permits in place to build the new campus. These 
include the building permits from Frederick County, access permits from the 
Maryland Highway Administration, and other permits from the Maryland 
Department of the Environment. We have been diligently working towards 
acquiring these permits for the last two years  and we are absolutely ready to build 
our new facility.  

• Our Legacy Campaign has raised over $1,619,000 in cash and pledges, or 23% of 
our $7 million goal, in addition to a number of verbal pledges that takes us closer 
to $2 million. We are directing the efforts of our capital campaign committee 
to expand its membership and to target additional donor prospects.  More 
information will be forthcoming about the campaign and how you can become part 

of supporting this exciting venture in the Spring of 2009.
• In accordance with my job description, I am fully committed to focus the majority 

of my efforts toward the success of the Legacy Campaign and the relocation to a new 
school campus.

All of us involved in this project have been working diligently for more than two years 
to bring the new campus to fruition in a timely manner.  Were it not for the current 
circumstances that are beyond anyone’s control, this project would have been started 
in November – we are that ready to proceed. Our delay ensures that we act in a fiscally 
responsible manner to guarantee the long-term viability of this institution for the 
benefactors and students, present and future. I ask that all of you have patience as we 
navigate the uncharted waters of the credit market crisis. Be united with the Board and 
Staff as we continue to move forward to achieve the goal of locating to the new facility.

SAYING GOODBYE AND WELCOMING NEW FACES

At the end of last year we said goodbye to a number of faculty members who are pursuing 
other career avenues. I know that you join me in wishing the very best to Dr. Neil Clark, 
Ms. Michelle Huhn, Ms. Sandra Dawson, Mr. Scott Rippeon and Gary Rand. 

Fr. George Jakopac, a member of the Theology Department, has been named the first  
full-time Director of Campus Ministry and Chaplain. We are deeply grateful to 
Archbishop Edwin O’Brien of the Archdiocese of Baltimore for Fr. Jakopac’s continuing 
assignment to Saint John’s. 

Joining our faculty for 2008 – 2009 are the following:
Mr. Curt Foxx, who holds a BA degree from Kenyon College, two Master’s degrees from 
Vanderbilt University and from McDaniel College will join our Theology faculty. He is 
also the Head Men’s Lacrosse Coach at Hood College here in Frederick.  

Ms. Jessica Collins, who holds a BS degree from Mount Saint Mary’s University, joins the 
faculty in the Science Department.  

Mr. Eric Dummann, who holds a BA from West Virginia University and an MS from 
McDaniel College, joins our staff as the new Dean of Students. Previously, he worked at 
Hood College as the Head Men’s Lacrosse Coach and as the Assistant Dean of Students at 
DeMatha Catholic High School. 

Ms. Maria Lecuona, who holds a BA in Spanish from Wilson College, is part of our 
Foreign Language Department. She comes to Saint John’s with a teaching background 
both at the high school and elementary levels. 

Ms. Melissa Phillips, who holds both a BA and MA in Teaching from Mount Saint Mary’s 
University, joins our English Department.

Mr. Tim Van Schaick, who holds both a BA and an MA from James Madison University 
in American History, joined us this year as the Librarian. Mr. Van Schaick has now been 
named to the Social Studies Department as a replacement for Mr. Jeremy Mattoon, who 
has been named as the new Head Lacrosse Coach at Husson University in Maine.  A 
replacement librarian will be named at a later date. 

Rendering of the new Theater

Rendering of the football/ soccer/ 
lacrosse stadium

Rendering of the new Chapel

(L to R) new faculty members,  
Tim Van Schaick, Bethany 
Witcher, Maria Lecuona &  

Jessica Collins

Rendering of the new Gymnasium

Mrs.Lynn Rinehart receiving  
the Micah Distinguished  

Alumni Award

SJCP Chorus performs a Josh 
Grobin song at the Music in the 

Mansion performance

Freshmen get a big surprise at the 
Spirit Week Pep Rally!
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Bethany Witcher is the new Latin teacher who comes to us from University 
of Kentucky where she worked as a Teaching Assistant while completing her 
Masters in Classics degree.  Prior to her graduate work, she taught Latin for two 
years at John Marshall High School in Richmond, VA.   She holds a Bachelor’s 
degree in Latin and Philosophy from the College of William and Mary.

Andrea True is the new Athletic Trainer. Before coming to Saint John’s, Andrea 
was the athletic trainer for Catoctin High School. She earned her BS in Exercise 
Science from McDaniel College. Andrea is ATC certified which she earned 
through a Board associated with National Athletic Training standards and 
practices that require a certain number of CEU’s to maintain.

We are very excited to have these excellent individuals join our faculty and staff 
and I know that the students are very pleased to have them as their teachers and 
mentors this year.

IT’S MIDDLE STATES TIME

After having finalized the Five Year Middle School Accreditation process, 
we were officially informed by the Middle States Association that we have 
successfully been accredited. As part of the new accreditation process, schools 
are required to update Middle States every five years as to how the school has 
responded to the previous recommendations made by the Middle States Board. 
The next full Middle States visit will not occur until 2012, after we have moved 
into the new school. Thanks go out to the many faculty members and staff who 
worked on the Self Study and to Mr. Bob Boyer, former faculty member and 
Principal, for leading this effort. 

IT’S ALL BEGINNING TO ADD UP

The Science and Mathematics faculty have been busy investigating the 
establishment of a Science and Mathematics Academy. They have visited 
Hartford County Public School and Mount Saint Mary’s University to work out 
the curriculum for the Academy. We hope to finalize the curriculum this year 
and have everything in place when we are in our new facility. 

YOUR GENEROSITY IS OVERFLOWING

Thanks to your generosity I am pleased to announce that the fundraising goals 
for the 2007-2008 Annual Fund and the Soiree were met. The Annual Fund 
raised a total of $62,000 and the Soiree raised a total of $54,000. Thanks to all 
of you who participated. By now you will have received the new Annual Fund 
letter. I ask that you seriously consider making a donation to the Annual Fund 
which helps to support our students and faculty. Early next year you will receive 
an invitation to participate in the Soiree and we look forward to seeing many of 
you there. 

President’s Reception

On November 6, 2008, the 3rd Annual President’s Reception was held at 
Holly Hills Country Club. Friends of the Saint John’s school community who 
contributed $1,000 or more to the Annual Fund Campaign came together for a 
“thank you” cocktail party. It was a nice evening of fellowship and it gave me the 
opportunity to thank them in person for their generosity to Saint John’s.

John Izeubigic & Emily Brock

Robert A. Pastoor, Ed. D.
President

(L to R) Patrick Amerena,  
Kate Kersey & Chris Peifer

ALUMNI THANKSGIVING EVENT RESCHEDULED

Unfortunately, we were not able to host the Alumni basketball game and gathering on the Friday 
after Thanksgiving due to our basketball team playing in a tournament. The Advancement Office 
is planning a big alumni gathering for the Fall of 2009. This will give everyone the opportunity to 
visit the campus one more time, share stories with fellow alums, play basketball, and say goodbye to  
St. John’s at Prospect Hall.  More information will be coming your way.

KEEP THE EMAILS AND LETTERS COMING

My job is to serve you and the whole Saint John’s community and I can best do that by hearing 
from you and communicating with you. We have made great strides in updating our contact 
lists since the publication of “The Legacy” and we want to continue to have the most up-to-date 
information on our alumni and friends. If you want to share your stories about Saint John’s and 
your ideas about how we can best continue to develop our school, you may contact me at  
301-662-4210 or email me at rpastoor@saintjohnsprep.org.

Friends enjoying the President’s Reception

Much needed new music equipment 
purchased from Soiree proceeds

Cheering on the Vikings at the Fall 
Sports Tailgate


